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Dear Friends, Good Afternoon and thank you for being here. Welcome to this month’s work in
the fiery, idealistic sign of Sagittarius — the sign of one-pointed aspiration and intuitive sensibilities.
In the U.S. Eastern Time Zone, the actual time of this Festival occurs later this evening at 11:35
p.m. Thus, in the five-day observance of the monthly festivals, we are meeting on the sacred day
of Safeguarding — a day of inner peace and silent solemnity — one in which we focus on the needs
of humanity.
At the outset of our work, in cooperation with all co-workers throughout the world, let us recognize
our opportunity today to create a living, vital bridge, bringing humanity ever-closer to the ideas and
transformative energies held in trust within the Council Chamber of Shamballa, and radiated into
our world by the beloved Hierarchy, the Masters of Love-Wisdom.
As we take up the responsibility and challenge of our work, can we strive to identify with the highest
planetary center of Divine Purpose that ever seeks to “guide the little wills of men?” To the degree
that the world-wide spiritual community can accomplish this, to that degree we are able to electrify,
strengthen, deepen and beautify the planetary antahkarana, connecting and relating the three
planetary centers of consciousness — Shamballa, the Hierarchy and Humanity.
As most of you know, after this opening address, intended to unify and stimulate the group mind,
we’ll move to the focus of our meeting, which is group meditation. Following this, you’ll have the
opportunity to express any thoughts and ideas you would like to share.
The image on your screen is officially entitled A Waterfall and the Milky Way; to my mind it could
be entitled, “Heaven Meets Earth” and it is for this reason that I chose it for our work today in
Sagittarius.
NASA’s explanation for this image is that the dream was to capture both this picturesque waterfall
in the Human Province of China and the central band of our Milky Way Galaxy in which resides
all the stars we see in the night sky. Our Earth, we are told, resides in the suburbs of this galaxy
and just as the Earth goes around the Sun, so the Sun also goes around the center of the Milky
Way.
*
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It’s difficult to count the number of stars in the Milky Way from our position inside the galaxy and
thus, scientific estimates range from 100-200 billion stars. We are told too that interestingly, the
Milky Way Galaxy is organized into spiral arms of giant stars and that the Solar system, including
our Earth, lies in what is called the Orion arm, which is smaller than the larger Sagittarius Arm,
wherein resides the center of our Milky Way Galaxy.
Heaven meets Earth. Dear Friends, the esoteric wisdom teaches that each individual is “a conscious
son of God — a Soul, occupying an animal body.” (Esoteric Psychology, Vol. I, p. 311) This inherent
duality and struggle within every individual is the inherited burden, challenge and promising
opportunity of humanity — the fourth kingdom of life on our planet. St. Francis of Assisi spoke of
the need to discipline brother ass, referring to his lower, personal self in contrast to the higher
spiritual Self. The Buddha is often depicted astride a water buffalo and Jesus is shown riding a
donkey as he enters Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
Throughout history, expressed in multiple teachings, we see depicted the dual nature of humanity
— the higher divine potential that integrates, vitalizes and makes whole, and by contrast, the personal
existence that ignorantly, selfishly and greedily isolates, separates and rebels, resulting in conflict,
violence and war.
The destiny of the individual and Humanity as a whole, is therefore to be a bridge, or a link that
unifies the results of the evolutionary process with a new factor — the self-knowing aspect, which
differentiates the individual human being from the animal. It is this aspect which produces in
humanity a consciousness of immortality, a self-awareness as well as a self-centeredness which
makes the individual in the image of God.
It is this innate and hidden power, which gives humanity the capacity to suffer which no animal
possesses, but which also confers the ability to reap the benefits of this experience in the realm of
the intellect. (In the animal kingdom, this same capacity, in embryo, works out as instinct.)
This aspect that confers the power to sense ideals, to register beauty, to react sensuously to music,
and to enjoy colour and harmony is the divine something which makes of humanity the prodigal
son, torn between desire for the worldly life, for possessions and experience, and alternatively, the
desire to return to that center from which we came and which knowingly, we call “Home.” (Ibid.,
pp. 311-312)
As most of you here understand, each individual, stands midway between heaven and earth, with
his and her feet deep in the mud of material life and his and her head in heaven. In the majority
of cases the eyes of humanity are closed, and the beauty of the heavenly vision is not recognized,
or if the eyes are open, they are fixed upon the mud and slime with which the feet are covered. But
when the open eyes are lifted for a brief moment, and the world of reality and of spiritual values is
seen, then the torn and distracted life of the aspirant begins. (Ibid., p. 312)
The masonic parable of humanity’s lost divinity encapsulates the dilemma. Humanity, it is pointed
out, is the custodian of the hidden mystery. The difficulty consists in the fact that what the individual
conceals from the world is also hidden from the self and therefore, the individual does not know
the wonder of that which he and she preserves and nourishes.
“Humanity is the treasure-house of God…for only in the human kingdom, as esotericists have long
pointed out, are the three divine qualities found in their full flower and together.” Within each
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individual, God the Father has hidden the secret of life; God the Son has secreted the treasures of
wisdom and of love; and God the Holy Spirit has implanted the mystery of manifestation. (Ibid.)
To each individual is given the privilege of revealing the nature of the divine consciousness, and of
eventually portraying what lies hidden in the Mind of God. The task is to raise matter up into
heaven, and to glorify rightly the form side of life through his and her conscious manifestation of
divine powers. (Ibid., pp. 312-313)
Many of you here will be familiar with, and some of you diligently work with the following
affirmation to dissipate group and world glamour found in the book, Glamour: A World Problem
(p. 232):
"Radiance we are and power. We stand forever with our hands stretched out, linking the
heavens and the earth, the inner world of meaning and the subtle world of glamour. We
reach into the Light and bring it down to meet the need. We reach into the silent Place and
bring from thence the gift of understanding. Thus, with the light we work and turn the
darkness into day."
We also are given the following reverberating encouragement from the Agni Yoga wisdom:
“Think what happiness it is to walk upon the crust of the planet, imbuing it with the
consciousness of the spirit. Think what happiness it is to walk under the rays of constellations,
being a focal point of rays millenniums of years old.” (Leaves of Morya’s Garden II, 297)
With these introductory thoughts in mind, can we here pause, as we normally do and together
sound the Noon-time recollection — saying it aloud where you are, if that is possible to you?
Let us also keep in mind that it is the free and unimpeded circulation of energy among the three
planetary centers of Shamballa, Hierarchy and humanity - that through this monthly work, we are
striving to achieve - which is the underlying motive behind this mantra.
“We know oh Lord of Life and Love about the need. Touch our hearts anew with love that we too
may love and give.” [PAUSE]
Dear Friends, the two keyword phrases of this sign, both as it proceeds upon the ordinary or
involutionary wheel of life and upon the reversed and evolutionary wheel of life add clarity to our
understanding of the dual nature of humanity. The injunction for the individual on the
involutionary path, is to "Let food be sought." For the individual who is becoming aware of his and
her Soul nature, the Word that rules life is "I see the goal. I reach that goal and then I see another."
Of the five keynotes given for this sign, I will here mention only the fourth, which I think is especially
important for us to keep in mind: the “returning arrow of the intuition.” It is explained that the
shaft of the arrow of aspiration returns to the sender as the arrow of the intuition — an affirmation
that as we seek, so shall we find. As we know, Sagittarius is one of the intuitive signs, for only the
intuition will suffice to carry the individual to the foot of the mountain of initiation in Capricorn.

Esoteric Astrology (p. 174) teaches that this sign is a distinctly human sign, connected in a definite
manner with the appearance of humanity upon our Earth. Three zodiacal signs — Leo, Sagittarius
and Aquarius — are more closely connected with humanity than are any of the others, as these are
related to the three aspects of body, soul and spirit.
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For example, whereas Leo represents Individualisation, Sagittarius represents Discipleship and
Aquarius represents Initiation, and so on. The Tibetan Master explains that these three signs “are
frequently referred to as the signs which — when studied — will reveal divine intent in man, will
mark the points of crisis in his [and her] progress and will (when the three influences which they
express have done their work) carry the man ‘from door to door.’” (Ibid., p. 175)
Humanity’s evolutionary journey is clearly reflected in the symbolism of this sign throughout the
Ages. In Atlantean days, from which period we have inherited what we know about astrology,
Sagittarius was frequently depicted by the Centaur — the fabulous animal which was half a man and
half a horse. This earlier sign of the Centaur stood for the evolution and the development of the
human soul, with its human objectives, its selfishness, its identification with form, its desire and its
aspirations.
Later, the sign was depicted as the Archer on the white horse, signifying the orientation of the
individual towards a definite goal, not as part of the horse, but freed from identification with it and
now, the controlling factor.
The definite goal of the Centaur, which is the satisfaction of desire and animal incentives, later
becomes the goal of initiation, which meets with satisfaction in Capricorn, after the preliminary
work is accomplished in Sagittarius.
The keynote of the Centaur is ambition. The keynote of the Archer is aspiration and direction,
and both are expressions of human goals — one is of the personality and the other of the soul.
From ambition to aspiration, from selfishness to an intense desire for selflessness, from individual
one-pointed self-interest in Leo to the one-pointedness of the disciple in Sagittarius and thence to
initiation in Capricorn.
Currently, as we know, the astrological symbol for this sign is simply the arrow with a fragment of
the bow depicted. The Archer as well as the Centaur have dropped out of the picture and this is
largely because the emphasis or focus of human living today is not based upon the objective outer
life but, rather, upon some form of inner focus or emphasis, which varies from the many stages of
emotional ambition to spiritual aspiration, and from the activities of the lower mind bent upon
selfish interest to the illumination of the same mind when focused upon the soul.
Dear Friends, every time the individual finds him/herself under the influence of Sagittarius, it is
with the objective of becoming oriented to some new and higher objective, with the task of
refocusing the self towards a higher goal, unfolding some basic and directing purpose.
As was mentioned in this month’s newsletter, “In Sagittarius, the intellect which has been
developed, used and finally illumined, becomes sensitive to a still higher type of mental experience
and to this we give the name of intuitive perception.” The individual "flies from point to point,
searching for the arrows which he [and she] has discharged."
The "forces of conflict" are powerful in this sign, primarily in the life of the disciple. Harmony
through Conflict is ceaselessly active and appears in both the orthodox and the esoteric assignments.
As one of the four arms of the Mutable Cross, the destructive power of the first ray, focussed in
Pluto, brings change, darkness and death. To this power and intensity of Pluto must be added the
forceful and dynamic energy of the planet Mars, which brings the individual and the entire human
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family under the law of strife, based this time upon sixth ray devotion to an ideal, either high or
low.
It is in connection with the planets governing Sagittarius, exoterically and esoterically, that an idea
can be gained of the complexity of the forces with which every disciple has to contend and the
significance of the ray forces which pour into and through him and her. A study of these in the
Sagittarius chapter of Esoteric Astrology will indicate, as the Tibetan Master writes, “the multiplicity
of energies to which the wonderful mechanism of [the human being]…can respond and to which,
as evolution proceeds [s/]he can become increasingly sensitive.” (Esoteric Astrology, pp. 186-187)
It is explained that “these planetary influences are distinctive of the Sons of Mind, of Venusian
origin; they are characteristic of the Lords of Sacrifice and Will, functioning in time and space as
the fourth Creative Hierarchy. The form life is ruled by the Moon, veiling a hidden planet; these
Sons of Mind live on the Earth and thus within the body of the planetary Logos, and are of a
definitely intelligent nature, making them Lords of Knowledge, achieving their goal through the
light of the mind and through the method of conflict, for they are also Lords of Ceaseless and
Persevering Devotion.” (Ibid., p. 188)
Quite a monumental inheritance and destiny, wouldn’t you agree?!
Related to this destined purpose, I would like to close my remarks for today by asking us to consider
that part of the Plan that requires the establishment of an international consciousness, wherein the
nations of the world will realize politically that isolation, separativeness and the cultivation of a
nation’s egoism has no place in the progress of humanity and that a national spirit colored by a
sense of superiority, by class hatreds and racial antagonisms, constitutes a barrier to the
development of humanity.
A Brotherhood of Nations is a necessity to the Plan of Love and Light — a Brotherhood based on
mutual need, mutual understanding and mutual helpfulness. Dear Friends, is there any doubt that
this Brotherhood of Nations is, in fact, what the United Nations has been and is attempting to
accomplish?
If we need more tangible proof of this focus, all we need to do is review the very first Article of the
“Purposes of the United Nations” within its founding Charter, which indicates among other
objectives that the United Nations are….”(2)To develop friendly relations among nations based on
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other
appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace.”
We can certainly understand the Tibetan Master’s statement that establishing such an international
consciousness, is one of the hardest of all the tasks that the Hierarchy and their disciples have ever
set themselves. We are certainly aware of the racial and general hatreds, the national and personal
greed and aggressions, the rank materialism and the ignorance that abounds, yet we can also note
the high and noble altruism, the heartening vision and the selfless and sacrificial courage of those
who strive daily to supply the needs and improve the lives of all. It is heartening to recognize the
divine inspiration behind this constructive work that continues to move forward in spite of the
significant opposition; is it not?
Dear friends, do we need to be reminded that “it is the demand of the disciples of the world which
will bring in that which the world needs”? The Hierarchy of enlightened beings calls to each of us:
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“The light of the disciples of the world is sorely needed at this time.” Yes, needed, my brothers
and sisters. (Discipleship in the New Age, Vol. I, p. 297)

The Agni Yoga wisdom encourages us: “Dear travelers, turn your eyes upward….Indeed, it is
thought which creates beyond earthly limits.” (Leaves of Morya’s Garden II, 224)
With these thoughts in mind, can we now take up our meditation?
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