Transforming Planetary Consciousness
The Spiritual Work of the United Nations and the Liberation of Humanity
Opening Address, Pisces Solar Festival*
Thursday, 17 March 2022; Noon – 1:00 p.m.

Dear Friends, Good Afternoon and thank you for being here. Your presence at these monthly gatherings
is deeply appreciated. I know there are many opportunities to meet during the time of the Solar Festivals
and I am thankful that you are here.
At the outset of our meeting, can we take a moment of silence as we surround the whole of Ukraine, its
people and all around the world, who are the victims of this horrific global nightmare with Light, Love
and Power? Let us remember as we do, the last stanza of the Great Invocation that it is from the centre,
which we call the race of men — the 7.9 billion people of the planet — that the Plan of Love and Light is
working out.
Dear Friends, can we dedicate our work here today to this cause, knowing that it is our individual,
consecrated thoughts, inspired by the Solar Angel within each one of us and strengthened by the group’s
intention that reverberate throughout the planetary ethers, augmenting the Forces of Light, Love and
Power?
I welcome you to this month’s work in the sign of Pisces — a sign which holds the promise of the fusion
or blending of soul and form as far as humanity is concerned; the sign that governs the feet and brings
in the thought of progress, of attaining the goal and of treading the Path of Return back to “the Father’s
Home,” only to then realize the necessity of turning back in order to save all who yet live in darkness.
In the U.S. Eastern Time Zone, the actual time of this Festival occurs tomorrow morning at 3:17 a.m.
Thus, in the five-day observance of the monthly festivals, we are meeting on the last day of Preparation
— a day of upward striving, as we intend to become recipients/custodians of as much of the inflowing
spiritual force as we are capable of holding on behalf of beleaguered humanity.
At the outset of our work, in cooperation with all co-workers throughout the world, let us recognize our
joyful opportunity here today to create a living, vital bridge, bringing humanity ever-closer to the ideas
and transformative energies held in trust within the Council Chamber of Shamballa, and radiated into
our world by the beloved Hierarchy, the Masters of Love-Wisdom.
As we take up the responsibility and challenge of our work, can we strive with Joy to identify with the
highest planetary center of Divine Purpose that ever seeks to “guide the little wills of men?” To the
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degree that the world-wide spiritual community can accomplish this, to that degree we are able to
electrify, strengthen, deepen and beautify the planetary antahkarana — that living cable of Light, Love,
and Power, connecting and relating the three planetary centers of consciousness — Shamballa, the
Hierarchy and Humanity.
As most of you know, after this opening address, intended to unify and stimulate the group mind, we’ll
move to the focus of our meeting, which is group meditation. Following this, you’ll have the opportunity
to express any thoughts and ideas you would like to share.
The image on your screen is entitled Earthrise, provided courtesy of NASA’s Astronomy Picture of the
Day. It is a remastered photo of one that was taken 53 years ago, which became one of the most famous
images ever taken and snapped by the Crew of Apollo 8 from the orbit of the Moon. It shows the Earth
rising above the limb of the Moon.
To my mind, it is a most symbolic photo and it is on our screens to remind us that, according to the
esoteric wisdom, the moon chain has a curious occult history that is not yet to be disclosed; however, we
do know that the cycle of evolution preceding ours took place upon the moon chain until a point of
merging was reached wherein the Earth absorbed or synthesized life from the moon.
According to A Treatise on Cosmic Fire, the moon chain is in process of disappearing; the life of the
second and the first Logos has been withdrawn, and only a decaying body — the latent life of matter, still
remains. (p. 414). This same Treatise indicates that the involutionary process is practically over and the
evolutionary is approximately midway through. (p. 416)
The attention of our solar system is focused on planet Earth as it strives to become a sacred planet. As
we know, our planet is not yet a sacred planet and the effects of the transition from non-sacred to sacred
planet have not fully demonstrated themselves objectively; however, it is rapidly passing out of this
category, and, we are informed that on the inner planes and, subjectively considered, it is a sacred planet.
The mystery of this relationship is partially revealed at one of the higher initiations.
For our purposes here, we do know from A Treatise on Cosmic Fire that “the whole method of evolution
is simply that of adjusting the matter aspect to the Spirit aspect, so that the former proves entirely
adequate as a body of expression for the latter.” (p. 231) The process is the same for an individual as it
is for a planet. The objective is to fully bring about the fusion of the two poles of Spirit and matter so
that “the light (fire) and heat (radiation) is seen and felt systematically.” (ibid.) In sum, union and fusion
underlies the entire scheme of evolution.
It seems to me that this photo encapsulates this relationship between the ancient moon and our planet.
I think it also provides a reminder that Earth Humanity must move forward in fulfilling its destined role,
wherein it has been prophesied that in time to come, the phrase “life in the three worlds” will be
discontinued and humanity, instead, will refer to “life in the five worlds”— a testament to humanity’s
ability to eventually manifest the realms of higher consciousness.
The gravity of our times cannot be underestimated; however, as the disciples of the world strive to replace
“The Bridge of Sighs” with the radiant Rainbow Bridge of Knowledge and Beauty, so will the Light
serene of the higher realms of consciousness be made available for a struggling humanity, revealing thus,
the kingdom of the Soul and “that life more abundant” for which all creation today awaits. Only thus
can the crises of our day be transformed into the endless possibilities of the “Era of Happiness” — the
era of Satya Yuga, which is but another name for the Age of Aquarius.
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Keeping these thoughts in mind, can we here pause, as we normally do and together sound the Noontime recollection — saying it aloud where you are, if that is possible to you? Let us also keep in mind
that it is the free and unimpeded circulation of energy among the three planetary centers of Shamballa,
Hierarchy and Humanity – that is the underlying motive behind this mantra and which, through this
monthly work, we are striving to achieve.
“We know oh Lord of Life and Love about the need. Touch our hearts anew with love that we too may
love and give.” [PAUSE]
Dear Friends, the keywords of this sign are obvious in their implications. Where the personality is
concerned and the wheel rotates in the involutionary manner, the keywords are "And the Word said, Go
forth into matter."
Upon the command of the soul to its instrument, as the esoteric wisdom expresses it, the response comes
immediately from the one who [quote] "blinds the soul to truth, holding it in durance vile." [end quote]
For the disciple on the evolutionary path, the note of loving service motivates his and her footsteps as
s/he declares: “I leave the Father’s Home and turning back, I save.”
In this culminating sign, the unfoldment of the human consciousness ultimately brings the individual to
that stage of consciousness wherein identification, governing liberation and Divine consciousness is
eventually achieved. As the Christ of 2,000 years ago, enunciated, “I and the Father are one” — the
culminating, completed point of view. The promise of this 12th sign of the zodiac.
As its symbol indicates and as we know, Pisces is a dual sign. To attempt an understanding of this sign
is to consider the following three keynotes, which it embodies. These are bondage or captivity;
renunciation or detachment; and, sacrifice and death. Indeed, a culminating sign!
As Esoteric Astrology (pp. 116-117) teaches, in the first cycle of experience upon the wheel, the soul
itself is in captivity to substance; it has come down into the prison house of matter and linked itself to
form. And, thus, the symbol of Pisces, of the two fishes linked together by a band. One fish stands for
the soul and the other for the personality or form nature, and between them is the "thread or sutratma,"
the silver cord which keeps them bound to each other throughout the cycle of manifested life.
Later on, upon the reversed wheel, the personality is brought into captivity by the soul. This dual
bondage is ended by the final death, when the complete release of the life aspect from the form takes
place. We are reminded here that from the standpoint of the Monad, the soul itself is of the nature of
form, although much more subtle than anything we know in the three worlds of human evolution.
In summary, first, the soul renounces the life and light of the Monad, its source (symbolized by the words
"the Father's home"), and descends into the ocean of matter; then, reversing itself, the soul renounces the
life of form, the personality centre. The soul detaches itself (in consciousness) from the Monad and
functions from its own centre, making its own new and material attachments. Then, upon the reversal of
the wheel, it proceeds to detach itself from the personality and re-attach itself in consciousness to the
One Who sent it forth. And, such is the climaxing story of Pisces.
Said yet another way, the esoteric wisdom refers to the Lords of Will and Sacrifice Who come down
into manifestation; They sacrifice their high position and opportunities upon the higher planes of
manifestation in order to redeem matter and in the process, raise the lives by which it is informed to the
status of Themselves, in so far as They constitute the fourth Creative Hierarchy.
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This, then is the subjective purpose, underlying the sacrifice of the divine Lives Who are ourselves
essentially. They seek to bring about the death of the form in its occult significance and the consequent
release of the indwelling lives into a higher state of consciousness. Of this process, all the world Saviours
— past, present and to come — are the manifested symbols and the eternal guarantees. (Ibid.)
The Tibetan Master teaches, and we therefore can better understand, that it is in such recognitions as
these that the mainspring to the life of service can be found. The continued encouragement for humanity
to engage in service is preparation for the final sacrifice in Pisces which "absorbs them back into their
originating Motive," as the Old Commentary expresses it. And, “it is for this reason that the life of service
and the directed intention to serve constitute a scientific mode of achieving release.” (ibid., p. 117)
Is it helpful here to keep in mind that the mechanism for divine perception has not yet been developed
in the human family on any large scale and is only achieving some measure of usefulness in the initiate
of the third degree? (ibid., p. 115)
Dear Friends, understanding the esoteric wisdom is a continual work in progress; is it not?
Pisces is one of the four arms of the Mutable Cross and the experience on this Cross lasts a long time.
Again and again, the individual enters into the sign of Pisces and finds his/her way around the great wheel
until the experience of change and of mutability and the establishing of the transmutation process carry
the consciousness from the instinctual and intellectual stages to the faint beginnings of the intuitive
processes.
Eventually, there comes a great process of polarization and a moment of transference, after which the
influence of the Fixed Cross causes a reversal and the lessons gained upon the Mutable Cross have to
be worked out and the effects demonstrated upon the Fixed Cross. It is only when the soul is becoming
more alive within the form and the individual becomes aware of his/her duality that the energies of the
Fixed Cross supersede those of the Mutable Cross, just as after the third initiation, the energies of the
Cardinal Cross begin to control and provide a more insistent incentive than the other two crosses.
In Pisces, the lower nature is transmuted into the higher manifestation; Self-pity becomes compassion,
sympathy and divine understanding; Spiritual and mental inhibition are transmuted into soul expression
and mental sensitivity; Devotion to the needs of the self are developed and transmuted into a developed
response to the needs of humanity; and, Attachment to personality conditions; that is, identification with
form, is transmuted into detachment from form and the ability to identify with the soul.
Two major rays express themselves through the orthodox and esoteric rulers of Pisces: The first Ray of
Will or Power, focussed through Pluto, and the second Ray of Love-Wisdom, focused through Jupiter.
Through Jupiter, the orthodox ruler, that force is brought to bear which "brings all together" and — in
this case — relates the two fishes and binds them together in a functioning relationship. It is this activity
of the second ray force which relates soul and form and brings the two together, and this magnetic
potency is peculiarly descriptive of the activity of Pisces, wherein the two fishes are unable to escape from
each other.
In connection with a lesser duality found in every human being, that of head and heart, of mind and
love, and of will and wisdom, the work of Jupiter is to develop these two qualities and bring them into
synthetic interplay for eventually, there has to be the complete fusion of love and mind before a world
Saviour can manifest and function efficiently, and this is the final result of the forces of the four arms of
the Mutable Cross, as they work out the qualities released by the planets active in Pisces, Sagittarius,
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Virgo and Gemini. The two exoteric or orthodox planets are Jupiter and Mercury and the esoteric
planets are Pluto, the Earth, the Moon (veiling Vulcan) and Venus.
Whereas Pluto stands for death or the region of death, the Earth stands for the sphere of experience.
The Moon or Vulcan stands for the glorification, through purification and detachment, of matter, and
Venus stands for the emergence of the love principle through the directing power of the mind.
Six planets, therefore, govern the Mutable Cross as far as humanity is concerned. Love—Mind—
Experience—Form—Human Understanding—Death: these are the keynotes of the fourth Creative
Hierarchy, the human kingdom and they are embodied in the planetary influences which pour through
these planets from their allied signs.
Through the activity of these forces, humanity is brought to a great Crisis of Polarization and to a point
of basic change for which all the earlier and many changes, upon the Mutable Cross have prepared
humanity.
Neptune also focusses the influence of Pisces as it concerns humanity as a whole and not just the
individual, but this only takes place towards the final stages of the Path of Discipleship. We are assured
that today, humanity is moving rapidly towards the position of the World Disciple, and thus, Neptune’s
influence is increasingly experienced, as it brings about spiritual understanding of the oneness of all life
and the One Source from which we all obtain our sustenance.
Dear Friends, as we know, it is an eternal law that humanity cannot be redeemed by a power external to
itself. Each of us, one by one must liberate ourselves from all the hindering factors which imprison and
oppress the indwelling Soul and prevent synthesis.
I would like to conclude my remarks by sharing a passage from Agni Yoga (122), wherein a Master of
the wisdom encourages those of us who are treading the Path. He says, “Bear in mind that each of Us
could grieve over the low level of those on Earth; but this would have no effect on the evolutionary plan
because it is thought that creates….Each Teacher of life bases His power only upon images of Truth, and
creates the future by His thought.” He continues, “….We often exhausted Ourselves in improving the
condition of humanity, but [we] do not regret having sent even one evolutionary thought. These thoughts
take root and flourish like an enchanted garden; and as magically invisible are the workers in this garden.
Know how to direct your thought to the Common Good and We will always be with you.….Creative
thought, do not cease to adorn space with thy flowers of light!”
With these thoughts in mind, can we now take up our meditation?
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