Transforming Planetary Consciousness
The Spiritual Work of the United Nations and the Liberation of Humanity
Opening Address, Capricorn Solar Festival*
Monday, 17 January 2022; Noon – 1:00 p.m.

Dear Friends, Good Afternoon and thank you for being here. I greet you with all good blessings
for a healthy, joyful and productive New Year. Welcome to this month’s work in the sign of
Capricorn, the most mysterious of all the 12 signs of the Zodiac, wherein we have the triumph of
matter, which reaches its densest and most concrete expression, followed by the triumph of spirit;
a sign wherein there is full expression of the earthly, but also immense spiritual possibilities.
In the U.S. Eastern Time Zone, the actual time of this Festival occurs this evening at 6:48 p.m.
Thus, in the five-day observance of the monthly festivals, we are meeting on the sacred day of
Safeguarding — a day of inner peace and silent solemnity — one in which we focus on the needs of
humanity.
At the outset of our work, in cooperation with all co-workers throughout the world, let us recognize
our opportunity here today to create a living, vital bridge, bringing humanity ever-closer to the ideas
and transformative energies held in trust within the Council Chamber of Shamballa, and radiated
into our world by the beloved Hierarchy, the Masters of Love-Wisdom.
As we take up the responsibility and challenge of our work, can we strive to identify with the highest
planetary center of Divine Purpose that ever seeks to “guide the little wills of men?” To the degree
that the world-wide spiritual community can accomplish this, to that degree we are able to electrify,
strengthen, deepen and beautify the planetary antahkarana, connecting and relating the three
planetary centers of consciousness — Shamballa, the Hierarchy and Humanity.
As most of you know, after this opening address, intended to unify and stimulate the group mind,
we’ll move to the focus of our meeting, which is group meditation. Following this, you’ll have the
opportunity to express any thoughts and ideas you would like to share.
The image on your screen is entitled From the Northern to the Southern Cross. As NASA explains,
there is a road that connects these two Crosses and the road pictured here, as some of you will
recognize, is the central band of our Milky Way Galaxy as seen from Northern Chile. Many sky
wonders are captured in this photo: You can see the bright Moon inside the Milky Way arch;
Venus can be seen just above the Moon and Saturn and Mercury are positioned just below the
Moon. Included in this 30-image panorama are the lights of small towns at several locations across
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the Horizon. To my mind, it is another beautiful visual example, such as we saw last month, of
Heaven merging with Earth.
If we use our imagination, I think it also serves as a symbolic depiction of the experience described
by the Tibetan Master as seen by the initiate from the mountain top of Capricorn. See, if you agree.
As he describes it, “the interlocking forces of all the twelve constellations, as they pour into and
through all the kingdoms in nature, carrying with them…not only their own individual potencies,
but also those of the seven rays, focussed through the sacred and non-sacred planets — the
discovered and undiscovered planetary Lives.” (Esoteric Astrology, p. 167)
He continues, “It has been occultly said that a vision of these powers and their many weaving lines
(seen as rivers and streams of light) is given to the initiate from the mountain top of Capricorn, once
that summit has been reached. [And,] It is at the Transfiguration [--the 3rd] initiation that this vision
appears before the eyes of the astounded disciple.” (Ibid.)
Here, it might be helpful to mention that the main function of the planets connected to the
constellations is to act as distributing agents for the energies emanating from the zodiac, as they
converge within our solar system and become attracted to our planet. We are asked to bring a
deeper understanding to the fact that the basis of the astrological sciences is that of the emanation,
transmission and reception of energies, as well as their transmutation into forces used by the
receiving entity.
That is, the energies of the various signs are attracted by the different planets according to their
stage of development and by what is esoterically called “ancient relationship” between the informing
entities of the planets and of the constellations. This relationship is founded on what is
understandably referred to as the “Law of Affinity,” which produces the magnetic pull and the
dynamic response between constellations and planets within the solar system and between a
particular planet and the forms of life upon another planet.
Here, it’s good to remind ourselves that the capacity to receive and profit by the planetary energies
(themselves received and emanated from some constellation) is dependent upon the point in
evolution, which determines the receptivity and the responsiveness of the mechanism of reception
— and this is as true for each individual; that is, each of us, as it is for the planets.
This unalterable, common sense law accounts for the power of certain planets which have hitherto
remained undiscovered and which have therefore had little to do with evolution up to the present
because of the unresponsiveness of the forms of reception. The planets, the energies and forces
have existed all the time but they’ve remained undiscovered because the needed instruments of
response are not present.
Energies only become powerful and magnetically informing when the individual reaches a certain
point of development and is becoming sensitive to higher influences, as she and he prepare for
treading the Path.
If we live in a windowless, sealed dwelling, we cannot avail ourselves of the beneficence emanating
from the sun’s warming, health-giving and uplifting rays. As the ancient truism teaches, “Draw
closer to me and I will draw closer to you.”
This Law of Affinity also clarifies the distinction between the sacred and the non-sacred planets.
The Lords of the planets; that is, the ray Lives or planetary Logoi, on Their own level, are also
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unequally developed and some of them are further advanced upon the cosmic path of spiritual
unfoldment than are others. Those Who are upon the Cosmic Path of Discipleship are regarded
as informing sacred planets, while Those Who are upon the Cosmic Probationary Path are
expressing Themselves through non-sacred planets.
Dear Friends, As above, so below! As the macrocosm, so the microcosm. Is it helpful to reflect
on how this Law works out in the daily life and how we might consciously expand those points of
Affinity; how we might work and strive to create those more sensitive instruments of reception.
And, thus, through this sign of Capricorn, we are reminded once again about the need to be openminded and to maintain a healthy humility and perspective, recognizing that there is always more
to know and more to understand.
Retaining this image and these ideas in mind, can we here pause, as we normally do and together
sound the Noon-time recollection — saying it aloud where you are, if that is possible to you? Let
us also keep in mind that it is the free and unimpeded circulation of energy among the three
planetary centers of Shamballa, Hierarchy and humanity – that is the underlying motive behind this
mantra and which, through this monthly work, we are striving to achieve.
“We know oh Lord of Life and Love about the need. Touch our hearts anew with love that we too
may love and give.” [PAUSE]
Dear Friends, the keynote for the Capricorn impact on the ordinary wheel of life is "And the Word
said: Let ambition rule and let the door stand wide." Here we have the key to the evolutionary urge,
to the secret of rebirth, and of that word which reverberates from Cancer to Capricorn. The door
of initiation stands ever open, but for aeons of time, the individual prefers the open door in Cancer.
Ambition urges him and her on from life to life until the emptiness and unreality of all earthly
gratification is recognized.
Gradually then, spiritual ambition and a desire for liberation take the place of worldly ambition,
and these become an impelling impulse, until finally, the moment arrives when a true sense of
reality supersedes both earthly and spiritual ambition. The disciple can then say with truth, "Lost
am I in light supernal, yet on that light I turn my back."
There remains now no goal but ever deeper and more effective service. Spiritually motivated, the
individual now passes back through the gate of Cancer, but this time, with the consciousness held
steadily in the sign of Aquarius. From being the world initiate in Capricorn he and she will become
an incarnated world server in Aquarius, and later a world Saviour in Pisces. (Esoteric Astrology, pp.
173-174) And thus, does world consciousness ever evolve.
Capricorn is one of the most difficult signs to fully comprehend. The symbol of this sign is
indecipherable and intentionally so. It is sometimes called the "signature of God," and it is explained
that it has never yet been correctly drawn, partly because its correct delineation and the ability of
the initiate to depict it produces an inflow of force which would not be desirable, except after due
preparation and understanding, as it is, according to the Tibetan Master, far more powerful than
the pentagon and leaves the initiate "unprotected."
Part of the complexity of this sign is that it is symbolized by three creatures — the Goat, which seeks
its sustenance in the most rocky and arid of the world's places, the Crocodiles which live half in the
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water and half on dry land; and, spiritually, Capricorn provides for us the picture of the triumphant
initiate, the "unicorn of God."

Esoteric Astrology explains that as the Goat, the individual is the earthly, greedy seeker after the
satisfaction of desire, or the equally selfish aspirant hunting for the satisfaction of his and her
aspiration. This sign portrays to us the human being as an ambitious animal who is the blend of
desire (water) and the animal nature (earth), and upon the reversed wheel, as the blend of soul and
form.
It also gives us the picture of the triumphant initiate, the "unicorn of God," with its one horn outthrust like a single spear upon his brow instead of the two horns of the scavenging goat. We thus
have a complete picture of the human being with feet upon the earth, yet running free and climbing
to the heights of worldly ambition or of spiritual aspiration in search of what s/he realizes, at any
particular time, to be the major need.
The Goat, the Crocodile and the Unicorn thus depict three consequential stages of the individual’s
spiritual unfoldment.
In our strivings towards the light, it is helpful to note that Capricorn represents Soul consciousness
in its later stages and, as the following passage from Esoteric Astrology explains, in the light, the
disciple can recognize and affirm, “I realize.”
In Capricorn, the initiate learns to realise the meaning of the growing light, which greets his
progress as he climbs upward to the mountain top. The flashes of intuition with which he is
becoming familiar change into the blazing and constant light of the soul, irradiating the mind
and providing that point of fusion which must ever be the ‘fusion of the two lights, the greater
and the lesser light’ ….The light of the personality and the light of the Soul blend….This takes
place upon the Path of Initiation and is called the experience of the mountain top. (p. 181)
Under the influence of Capricorn, it is illumination which governs the intuition and all is lost within
the light supernal. Yet, coming from the level of the Soul, which knows Itself to be at one with all
other Souls, that Light must be shared, as this ancient and ageless aphorism, beloved by disciples
of all times, teaches:
He who faces the light and stands within its radiance is blinded to the issues of the world of
men; he passes on the lighted way to the great Centre of Absorption. But he who feels the
urge to pass that way, yet loves his brother on the darkened path, revolves upon the pedestal
of light and turns the other way. He faces towards the dark and then, the seven points of
light within himself transmit the outward streaming light, and lo! the face of those upon the
darkened way receives that light. For them, the way is not so dark. Behind the warriors—
twixt the light and dark—blazes the light of Hierarchy. (Discipleship in the New Age, Vol. I,
p. 15)
Capricorn, dear Friends, is ever the sign of conclusion and of this, the mountain top is frequently
the symbol, for it marks the point beyond which further ascent in any particular life cycle is not
possible. Progress becomes unachievable under the existing forms and there has to be the descent
into the valley of pain, despair and death before a new and fresh attempt to scale the heights takes
place.
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As a consequence, Capricorn is the sign in which is inaugurated a new cycle of effort, whether this
effort is in connection with the individual human being or with the initiate. Effort, strain, struggle,
the fight with the forces native to the underworld, or the strenuous conditions entailed by the tests
of discipleship or initiation — these are distinctive of experience in Capricorn.
It is enlightening to note that in Atlantean days, humanity had become so responsive to the planetary
and solar influences that the door of initiation into hierarchical experience was opened and two
more signs were added. These two signs are the higher correspondences of Leo and Virgo and are
the polar opposites of these two: Aquarius and Pisces. Their influence became active and effective
and thus, they formed part of the zodiacal wheel because humanity began to respond to their
powerful energies. It then became possible for the Fixed Cross to function esoterically in the life
of humanity, and the first reversals of the wheel in the life of the advanced men and women of the
time took place.
Interestingly, it was this reversal, which was the true cause of the great contest or battle between the
Lords of the Dark Face (as they are called in The Secret Doctrine) and the Lords of Light — a
contest which persists to this day. Certain individuals then reached the stage of discipleship wherein
they could consciously mount the Fixed Cross and be prepared for a major initiation. This, the
Forces of Materiality and of Obstruction warred against, and the battle was fought out and
conditioned in the sign Scorpio.
As world events indicate, a similar conflict is today taking place upon a higher turn of the spiral.
The reason is that certain world disciples and initiates have reached the point in their unfoldment
wherein they are ready to mount the Cardinal Cross and take some of the higher initiations. Thus,
the conflict is on between humanity, under the control of the Lords of Materiality and the
Hierarchy, under the control of the Forces of Light and Love.
Dear Friends, as we can bear witness, the battle is terrific and all-encompassing for the whole of
humanity, for disciples everywhere and initiates, who are subjected to the impact of energies from
Scorpio, Capricorn and Pisces — an inflow of force from each of the three Crosses that enables the
initiates to take the third initiation, releasing them from the rule of Saturn and now under the rule
of Venus.
There is much more to say about the sign of Capricorn; however, for our purposes here, allow me
to close with the following passage from The Externalisation of the Hierarchy wherein the Tibetan
Master asks everyone to ponder deeply on the fact that a new world order is being actualized. He
writes,
I can indicate the sign posts on the way to the future world order. I shall find myself in the
position of assuring you at the same time that every step of that way will entail a fight, the
overturning of that which is old and loved and the destruction of that which is inhuman,
selfish and cruel; I shall have to impress upon you the prime and initial necessity to overthrow
the entrenched forces of aggression as they function today through the medium of the
totalitarian powers.
First, I would ask you all to ponder on the vision of this new world order, preserving an open
mind and realizing that this new mode of living hovers over humanity and will materialise
when selfishness is defeated, right human relations are correctly envisaged, and the ideal of
this new world order is divorced from all nationalistic concepts and aspirations…..
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All will comprehend their relation to each other in one progressive, synthetic, human
endeavour, and the enterprise of united living will produce an interior work which will flower
forth in the production of a beauty and a richness which will distinguish humanity as a whole.
In this, all will share, with wisdom and a planned efficiency, offering to the planetary life and
to each other that which they have to contribute. This will be made possible because the
whole of mankind will be recognised as the essential unit and as being of greater spiritual
importance than the part.
[He concludes,] This is no idle and visionary dream. [As we witness in the work of the
UN,]…Embryonic movements toward this world synthesis are already being made.” (pp. 241242)
With these thoughts in mind, can we now take up our meditation?
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