Transforming Planetary Consciousness
The Spiritual Work of the United Nations and the Liberation of Humanity
Opening Address, Aquarius Solar Festival*
Tuesday, 15 February 2022; Noon – 1:00 p.m.

Dear Friends, Good Afternoon and thank you for being here. Your participation at these monthly
gatherings is deeply appreciated. It is after all, your individual, consecrated thoughts, strengthened by
the group mind that reverberates throughout the planetary ethers, adding energies of Light, Love, Power
and Joy, that eventually will result in the transformation of planetary consciousness. Do we need to
remind ourselves that each energy can receive life and form only through the impulse of thought and it
is thought that is the mover of evolution? (Infinity II, 395)
I welcome you to this month’s work in the sign of Aquarius. With co-workers everywhere, may we
together open the springs that will provide the water of life for a thirsty humanity.
In the U.S. Eastern Time Zone, the actual time of this Festival occurs tomorrow morning at 11:56 a.m.
Thus, in the five-day observance of the monthly festivals, we are meeting on the last day of Preparation
— a day of upward striving, as we work to become recipients and custodians of as much of the inflowing
spiritual force as we are capable of holding on behalf of humanity.
At the outset of our work, in cooperation with all co-workers throughout the world, let us recognize our
opportunity here today to create a living, vital bridge, bringing humanity ever-closer to the ideas and
transformative energies held in trust within the Council Chamber of Shamballa, and radiated into our
world by the beloved Hierarchy, the Masters of Love-Wisdom.
As we take up the responsibility and challenge of our work, can we strive to identify with the highest
planetary center of Divine Purpose that ever seeks to “guide the little wills of men?” To the degree that
the world-wide spiritual community can accomplish this, to that degree are we able to electrify,
strengthen, deepen and beautify the planetary antahkarana — that living cable of Light, Love, and Power,
connecting and relating the three planetary centers of consciousness — Shamballa, the Hierarchy and
Humanity.
As most of you know, after this opening address, intended to unify and stimulate the group mind, we’ll
move to the focus of our meeting, which is group meditation. Following this, you’ll have the opportunity
to express any thoughts and ideas you would like to share.

*
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The image on your screen comes to us, courtesy of NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory. It is entitled
First X-rays from Uranus Discovered. The seventh planet from the sun, Uranus has four times the
diameter of Earth. It is the only planet that rotates on its side, making it different from all other planets
in our solar system. Just last year (2021), researchers publicized their first detection of X-rays from
Uranus. The cause of this phenomenon is yet being studied; however, it is thought that similar to how
Jupiter and Saturn scatter X-ray light given off by the sun and how our own Earth’s atmosphere also
scatters the Sun’s light, so too does Uranus.
Although it is always a source of great excitement when modern science takes a step closer to the esoteric
wisdom, for us, the main interest in Uranus is its’ relationship to the sign of Aquarius and to this, our
evolving Age of Aquarius. As we know, Uranus is both the exoteric ruler of Aquarius as well as its
hierarchical ruler, veiled by the moon.

Esoteric Astrology teaches that Uranus is the planet through which zodiacal energy flows from one of
the stars of the Great Bear. In embodying the energy of the seventh ray, it relates spirit and matter,
bringing together electric fire and fire by friction, thus producing manifestation.
On the reversed wheel, ultimately, as we learned last month, the Saturnian influence exhausts itself in
Capricorn and the disciple is then free from karma and needs no presentation of opportunity for s/he
stands as a free initiate who can then proceed with world service, undeterred and held back by no thought
of self or selfish desire. It is at this time, that the disciple then comes under the influence of Uranus, that
mysterious and occult planet.
The disciple’s will is then focussed and developed by the Uranian influences, bringing about those
desired changes that produce the new conditions, which will help the soul of humanity to express itself
more freely.
And, whether recognized or not, the whole of humanity, to one degree or another, is involved in this
process, this work of the Ages — the fundamental struggle to attain the freedom whereby the Soul and its
powers can unfold and become anchored in the daily life.
Water is the symbol of substance and of material expression plus emotional motivation, and
consequently, Aquarius is dual in its activity. The third ray also expresses itself powerfully through this
sign, reaching our planet through Uranus and the Moon, which hides or veils Uranus, symbolically in
this case.
We have therefore, the double influence of Uranus, expressing the quality and bringing in the energies
of the seventh ray, in one case, and the third ray in the other. As we know, the seventh ray is actually
the focussed differentiated energy of Ray One as it expresses the will of the first aspect of divinity on
earth through the power to relate and bring into objective manifestation — by an act of the will — both
spirit and matter. This it does through the activity of the third ray expressing itself through the individual
as well as through humanity as a whole.
Through its seventh ray quality, Uranus expresses the will to be and to know simultaneously on all planes
of manifestation, giving innate spontaneous activity, producing evolutionary development and resulting
in the urge to better conditions, as it causes the great transference in the human consciousness from
intellectual perception to intuitive knowledge.
Because Uranus rules the occult Way and in an esoteric sense, is connected with the Hierophant of the
Mysteries of Initiation, it also leads the soul to the burning ground during the final stages of the Path of
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Return, producing the flaming heart through which all initiates have finally to pass — a journey and a
process which, as the Mantram of Fire indicates, is always entered through free choice, requiring selfinitiated effort. Is it helpful here to remind ourselves that one of the names of our Planetary Logos is
that of the Great Kumara with the flaming sword?

Esoteric Astrology (p. 438) refers to Uranus as the planet of occultism for it veils “that which is essential;
it hides that which must be discovered and, at the right moment, it transmits knowledge of the hidden
mystery.” Although, for the majority of humanity, occultism is not yet recognized, let alone understood,
for the aspirant and the disciple, occultism is rapidly becoming a source and system of revelation, as they
(that is, we} strive to penetrate into the wisdom of the Hierarchy of our planet. (p. 438)
Retaining this image and these ideas in mind, can we here pause, as we normally do and together sound
the Noon-time recollection — saying it aloud where you are, if that is possible to you? Let us also keep
in mind that it is the free and unimpeded circulation of energy among the three planetary centers of
Shamballa, Hierarchy and humanity – that is the underlying motive behind this mantra and which,
through this monthly work, we are striving to achieve.
“We know oh Lord of Life and Love about the need. Touch our hearts anew with love that we too may
love and give.” [PAUSE]
Dear Friends, the keynote for the Aquarius impact on the ordinary, involutionary wheel of life is
expressed in the following way: "And the Word said, let desire in form be ruler." It is here helpful to
recollect that desire eventually becomes gained knowledge and the knowledge of that which is hidden,
at any stage upon the path of evolution, relates the individual to Uranus.
The keynote for the soul-aligned disciple, who travels upon the evolutionary wheel of life, is the wellknown pledge of world service, which is also the keynote for the entire Age of Aquarius: "Water of life
am I, poured forth for thirsty men."
The distinction between these two keynotes is reflected in the decanate rulers of Aquarius, which are
Saturn, Mercury and Venus. When the work of Saturn, ruling the first decanate and Mercury, ruling the
second decanate has been accomplished, then during the third decanate, Venus forges the union of heart
and mind, ushering in the long hoped for era of love-wisdom, of brotherhood and of expressed brotherly
relationships.
Through opportunity brought to humanity via Saturn, illumination then becomes possible through the
energies of Mercury, leading eventually to the Brotherhood, promised by Venus. These, the Tibetan
Master teaches are the gifts that Shamballa is planning to confer upon humanity during the Aquarian
Age, if humanity will but prepare for them, accept them, and use them.
Dear friends, as was mentioned in this month’s newsletter, this sign of Aquarius is one of supreme
importance to our solar system at this time, for it is the sign into which our Sun is rapidly moving and its
influence, as we can note, is gaining in momentum and added power, with each vanishing decade — both
as humanity begins to embrace the ideas and ideals of Aquarius, and also, as it travels through the burning
ground.
It is this sign that is largely responsible for the changes now being produced in our planetary life and in
all the kingdoms of nature. Because it is an air sign, its influence is all pervasive and inter-penetrating.
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Through humanity’s long evolutionary arc, as it passes time and time again, life after life through this
sign, we have first superficial and selfish activity, which eventually changes into deep purpose and a
profound conviction to be of active service on behalf of the Hierarchy of Love-Wisdom. And, selfconscious living, changes into a sensitive humanitarian awareness.
The low grade and undeveloped Aquarian upon the Mutable Cross matures in Leo, the polar opposite
of Aquarius, and as the interplay goes on over many lifetimes, there comes a deepening of all qualities.
Then, upon the reversed wheel — the intensive self-consciousness of Leo expands into the group
awareness of Aquarius.
The individual becomes the universal; at first, separative and alone, he and she begins to identify with
and becomes humanity in his and her reactions and awareness and yet, at the same time, preserves
individuality. From self-service, the individual proceeds to world service and yet always remains the
individualized Son of God until after the third initiation.
The rulers of Aquarius, two of which have been named (that is Uranus as the exoteric ruler and the
moon veiling Uranus as the hierarchical ruler), and Jupiter, which is the esoteric ruler, bring in the
influences of the seventh, second and fourth rays. These are pre-eminently the rays which determine
both the final stages of humanity’s progress as well as the initial stages, being more powerful at the
beginning of the involutionary path and at the end of the evolutionary path than they are in the middle.
The seventh ray, as I mentioned, brings into expression upon the physical plane the major pairs of
opposites — spirit and matter — relating them to each other, producing one functioning whole,
responsible eventually, for bringing heaven to earth; that is, for facilitating the Reappearance of the Christ,
the Externalization of the Hierarchy and the Restoration of the Mysteries, merging the subjective and
the abstract with the objective day-to-day life.
Through Jupiter, the second ray gives soul expression and spiritual consciousness and also the power to
pour out love and wisdom upon earth; it results in the fusion of heart and mind, which in the end, is the
subjective purpose of manifestation. Jupiter gives an inherent tendency to fusion which nothing can
arrest, assuring the achievement of ultimate synthesis.
The Moon brings about the inclination to create the conditions which lead to the great and critical
transformations of instinct into intellect, and Uranus, which it veils, causes the great transference in the
human consciousness from intellectual perception to intuitive knowledge.
We are reminded here that the esoteric forces combine with the forces of the exoteric or orthodox
planets, supplementing and dominating them. The individual is thereby enriched, the experience is
extended and the consciousness expanded, while the effects and the conditioning achieved and attained
under the exoteric rulers are not altered. These have “determined” the nature and the fixed qualities of
the individual and therefore remain persistent and energetic; however, the new and deeper esoteric
influences and potencies are those, which, in the future, upon the Fixed Cross of the Disciple, will
condition and motivate gradually and steadily all his and her activities.
It is helpful to remember that Esoteric Astrology, concerns itself with the energies, which produce both
subjective and outer activity; it concerns itself with the impact of many forces upon the human, the
planetary and the systemic expression of life and purpose, and with the resultant effects. When these
effects and activities are purely objective, meaning all events and happenings in the three worlds of human
experience — the physical, astral and mental planes, we have personality demonstration.
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When they are consciously related to the world of causes and are the result of "right and conscious
direction" of the emanating centre — that is, the soul, then the personality forces become subject to the
diffusion of the soul energies and the personality or form nature becomes magnetic in a different manner,
attracting to itself energies of a higher and more dynamic plane to the ones with which the individual has
thus far been concerned.
The explanation of these complex relationships helps us better understand the Tibetan Master’s
statement that “astrology is essentially the purest presentation of occult truth in the world at this time.”
This, he explains is “because it is the science which deals with those conditioning and governing energies
and forces which play through and upon the whole field of space and all that is found within that field.”
He further explains that when the relationships between individual, planetary, systemic and cosmic
entities are better understood then, we will be able to live scientifically, recognizing the clear and
unambiguous correspondence between cause and effect. “It is this scientific living which is the immediate
purpose of astrology to bring about.” (Esoteric Astrology, p. 5)
Reflecting on the effect of the energies impinging upon our planet, upon humanity and upon each
individual, we can better appreciate the Tibetan Master’s assurances that indeed, the ideas and ideals of
the Age of Aquarius are certain of manifestation. It is only a question of time and our ability to apply
the spiritual will.
Through loving understanding, or lack thereof, we create our thoughts, which either advance or retard
humanity’s evolutionary journey. As one of the keynote quotes in this month’s newsletter indicated,
“cause and effect act continuously and infinitely.” (Helena Roerich Letters II, 11 October 1935)
The universal consciousness of Aquarius becomes expressive just in so far as the individual etheric body
is in conscious relation with the etheric body of humanity, the solar system and, of course, the planet.
(Esoteric Astrology, p.303)
Although there is much more to know about Aquarius, for our purposes here today, I would like to end
my remarks with the following passage from the Destiny of the Nations (pp. 151-152):
“The [Biblical] story of the upper chamber to which the man carrying the water pot and typifying
Aquarius led the disciples, and in which the first communion service was held, participated in by
all and foretelling that great relationship which will distinguish humanity… after the tests of the
Piscean Age….the disciples met and arrived at a true recognition of the Risen Christ and at a
perfect and complete understanding of each other in spite of the symbolic diversity of tongues.
“They had a touch of prevision, of prophetic insight, and foresaw a little of the wonder of the
Aquarian Age….[which] will see right relationships, true communion, a sharing of all things (wine,
the blood, the life and bread, [representing] economic satisfaction) and goodwill;
“[Here], we have also a picture of the future of humanity when all nations are united in complete
understanding and the diversity of languages — symbolic of differing traditions, cultures,
civilisations and points of view — will provide no barrier to right human relations. At the centre
of each of these pictures is to be found the Christ. Thus, the expressed aims and efforts of the
United Nations will be eventually brought to fruition. Love, unity, and the Risen Christ will be
present.”
With these thoughts in mind, can we now take up our meditation?
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